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however, notwithstanding his favourable opinion of me,
used sometimes to express his doubts whether I was calcu-
lated to make an Attorney, having from his observation
upon my habits and manner conceived that I never should
bring myself to submit to the dull and irksome drudgery of
that laborious profession, but should be disgusted with it
as soon as the novelty of the employment ceased.

Mr. Thurlow was at that time just rising into eminence
as a lawyer. My father, who considered him as possessing
abilities greatly superior to any of his contemporaries, was
anxious as far as lay in his power, to bring him forward.
Mr. Thurlow, though indefatigable in his attentions to
whatever he once undertook, was by no means a laborious man
in general, especially during the early part of his life, when he
avowed his disinclination to going to his desk, or looking
into a book in an evening. Consequently, he never, except
on particular occasions, was to be found at his Chambers
after five o'clock in the afternoon, and in order to avoid
being interrupted in his hours of recreation by Attorneys
or their Clerks, it was a rule with him never to dine two
following days at the same house, but to use various taverns
and coffee houses (in the neighbourhood of the Temple,
where he lived,) indiscriminately, and wherever he went
the waiters had a general and positive order, if enquired
for, to deny his being there, and this usually succeeded.

A business was transacting in our office, whereon my
father was extremely desirous of consulting Mr. Thurlow.
The matter pressed in point of time, not an hour was to be
lost, and as two of the clerks who were sent in search of him
had failed in their object, my father bid me try what I could
do, and if I succeeded he would give me a guinea. Out I
set, and as I had at the commencement of my clerkship
made friends with most of the head waiters in the taverne
and coffee houses in Chancery Lane, Fleet Street, and thai
part of the town, I felt confident I should obtain the promised
reward, and did so, though after more difficulty than I
expected. After going the usual round in vain, I called
upon the Bar-maid at Nando's, with whom I was a favorite,